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I Financiers Of Tui0
Underworld Wm3

Craftiness Re-- I
quired by Men of

Criminal Mind
II in Order to

Outwit Men of
I Honest

If Occupations
BY "JOCK" BICLLAIRS.

There are tricks in c ery trade
and ex ery trade has special tricks
but the tricks of the criminal mind
by far outshadoW nil others.

' Where the ordinal business man
findi it hard Jo inaugurate i'leas
that will benefit his particular line,
the mind that will not hew to the
straight and narrow path is most
prolific in formulating schemes for
bettering himself at the expense of
hi;- fellow man.

These schemes of the unhealthy
mind are so multitudinous that it Is
scarcely possible any one student
of criminology could list them all
in a book, no matter how un-
abridged the edition or how far
stckins the search For, as a chief
of police well bseres: "The man
with a criminal Instinct thinkI while the healthy minded man
sleeps. "

As a rule the small tradesman
the victim of the money seeking wit.
But this is not always the rule.
Banks, men of business, housewr es,
In fact all of society suffer and the
only safe guard Is eternal vigilance
or a determination to do as few
favors as possible and none for
those one does not know.

Swindling schemes rotate. Like
history each sort has Its day and
when It has been played to death
for a given period it is laid away to
be unshelxed, perhaps years later.
It would seem that somo head dic-

tated this singular condition. Po-
lice savants believe it Is mere co-

incidence.
study.

Tet It offers food for

For Instance, the old soap box
purchase was almost forgotten un-

til it suddenly cropped up In one
city a few weeks aero and then
spread from city to dtji to the great
dismay of small grocers. It Is so
simple that almost anyone will suc-
cumb.

A man enters the grocery' and In-

quires If they have any soap boxes,
or similar article for 6ale. His wife
has a setting hen and wants to use
the box. Or perhaps he has some-
thing to pack, any excuse being suf-
ficient. The man has scarcely asked
the question ere a second man, or In
a great many instances on record, a
boy, under the tutelage of this Fa-gl- n.

comes In. There are few trades-
men who have not plenty of boxes
and nine-tenth- s of them have thepe
either In the cellar or out In a store
shed. The man is so Informed and
then the grocer turns to the new-
comer.

"I can wait," says the latter.
So, thrown oft the guard, the

tradesman Roes with the flret caller
to the cellar or shed. None of the
boxes are suitable and thev return
to the store, the second caller hav-
ing departed The first leaves and
a hit later the trader will find his

drawer or register looted of
whatever It contained. This Is a
favorite trick and yields good re-

turn.
R AD EC OR SOLD
TO GROCERYMEX.

The grocer Is beset by other
sharpers as well. There is the pre-
sumed farmer who appears with a
faded team find a broken down
wagon and who has cases of eggs to
sell. The top layers are fine Be-
low the hen fruit is so decayed that
the shells themselves seem scarce-
ly anything but a mass of Jelly.
Canned goods that have been re-
juvenated, frozen potatoes, "picked
tip at a bargain" and such things
are dally offerings. The only safety
Is to deal with a reputable Jobber or
direct with the producer.

Goernment has protected the
dealer and the consumer In the pure
food laws. But before that the traf-
fic In revived canned goods was
profitable. Jobbers and others with
little conscience, did not hesitate
to sell the unscrupulous persons
cases of, say canned tomatoes,
which had "swelled." That is, these
tomatoes were not properly steri- -

lized when put up Fermentation
had set In and the cases had bulged
the cans out of shape. Thus the Im-
purity of the food within was at-

tested by the unshapeliness of the
.ins The men who purchased

these cans had a regular clearing
house and here the work of deceiv-
ing the publb- and trader wag car-

ried out. The spoiled cans were
punctured the pas le; out and the
cans carefully restored to their
original shape Then the can was
soldered at the puncture. A label
was pasted on. so as to cover this
solder place, after the old label had
been removed and the can washed
and brightened. Then those cans of
spoiled epetables w.-r- sold to gro-
cers at reduced rates aud the pub

lic ultimately got them Fine work
of pure food Inspectors in a great
many of the big cities finally re-
duced this Imposition on the poor
to a minimum. At present the art
is classed as a lost one.

In several Western cities there re-
cent!?, reappeared the "Partner
Wanted" trick. This once was a
favorite scheme for separating the
gullible from their pelf and it was
so smooth that It took the prose-
cuting officers of various States
years to stamp it out. It was
worked by regular syndicates.

In the partner wanted game there
had to exist several offices. In each
of these offices there was a figure-
head and this man, or woman, for
In many cases It developed a woman
was the shrewd person in the af-
fair, acted as the "Partner Wanted"
one. The newspapers were made
party to this deception. A neatly-worde-

advertisement to the effect
that a partner was wanted in a
prosperous business, this partner to
do the collecting and handle the
cash. was. placed as bait. This ad-
vertisement set forth that the ap-
plicant must be of good moral char-
acter and able to Invest from $250
to 1500 in the business.

Hesponsei by young men eager to
get a firm foothold on the ladder of
business life, without the formality
of working the way up. rung by
rung, were many. Some Instances
were recorded where "half Inter-
ests" were sold to a dozen persons
in the same office. The victim
would be given a carefully word

ed contract to sign. It looked cood
on the face of It but contained a
"gasipe" which left the victim

at the mercy of the sharp-
ers when the show down came.
After this he would be put to work
He would be given a dozen or so
worthier hills solicited by the
swindlers from reliable merchants
who desired but never hoped for
collection, and with these the new
partner started out. He never col-

lected one. because they were as
uncollo. table as forcing a ri cr to
run upstream. And in the course,
of a few days he would be Tired"
and his money forfeited. When he
"kicked he lound he had nothing
but a promissory note on an Insolv

ent ."harper. And the contract he
Signed promised that some day he
miKht he pixen bark some of his
money. He never received any of
it Several of these sharpers went
to prison from Chleaso, Now York
pJid St. Louis. The latter city had
perhaps the worst gang of this sort
In the world.
OPKRATIONS OF
LOCK TRICK.

Confidence tricks vary. There was
the old jock trick, first cousin to
the shell game and a relative of the
three card monte swindle. The,
harpers were in pairs. They had

tun little nickeled locks, fashioned
exactly hko a padlock. "no was
solid as Gibraltar It could not be
pried apart with a Jimm. The
other opened rather easily. The
first sharper "picked up the
"'sucker" and while tney were stroll-in- s

they happened into a third man.
He Joined them and presently pre-
tended to find one of the locks. It

the one that opened easily.
Then he showed it to the others
and he and the first sharper got to
nrsrulntr about how it opened. They
witched this lock and the other

ba k and forth till the "sucker"
became Interested. He wanted a
look at the lock. It was the one that
opened that he received. Ho could
find no trick in it and presently-foun-

himself wagerinc a large sum
that he could open It When the
money was up. the solid lock was
presented him. He was unable to
force It open and his money

pnsserl to the swindlers.
The same sort of sharper that hid

"the little pea" In the crooked
fiantre of his little finger while he
pretended to sii p it under the half
of one of three half walnut shell,
and then xvauered the uninitiated
could not find it, also worked this
game and the three card monte.
The fish pond, purse match, drop
plceon and the TalkltK? COAM were
also his. The latter was simply a
game of wits. The "steerer" guid-
ed a "sucker'7 Into n saloon where
other confidence men were awaiting.
The "steerer' and one of the other

rafters began shaking the box for
drinks, after the "steerer" had
bought a round or two, and gradual- -
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l.v ihey talked the victim into taking
a hand or lending his money. He
was always fleeced. The coin flip
and the penny match have euper-Sede- d

these tricks The flip is easy.
Two sharpers against one victim
gives the victim never a chance It
Is worked two ways The first is
for tne sharpers to toss, one heads
and the other tails all the time. The
odd man " Ins at thin same and from
first to last one or the other of tho
sharpers always mat' hes the suok-- e

r. The second way is for each to
throw heads lx times running and
then tails as often. In this method
the odd man loses, and must pay
the other 'wo It is seldom used

An old ffanifl that lately has been
rexixed and is doing duty In various
cities, four victims having Buffered
in St. Louis., a dozen in New York
and others :n various cities, is
known as the "valise trick." It is
practiced by two men. linguists, and
the prey usually are foreigners. Tho
cupidity and vanity of mankind Is
appealed to in this trick Tha vic-

tim is carefully selected How this
Is done even the old time detective
cannot trU. But the sharpers learn

'

f

from sorrie source or othtr hat a
certain family has money, either in
hank or in the house. The sharp-
ers get acquainted with the habits
.pf iho person most liable to handle
this money Then the came Is
worked. Quite by accident the vic-
tim is met by an apparent foreign-
er. The latter, if tho intended y l

tlm be Italian, (and all nation-
alities have been Imposed on even to
Htald Germans who have spent years
in this country amassing suffb lent
to take them to the old country to
yfsit or llv ihelr declining years)
Is addr.-.sse.- l by the sharper In
Italian.

I have lots of money My father
left me millions. He died in the
obi country but he left a lot of
creditors here and his laxt words
wt. thai I Bhould brine H 0,000 to
this city and pay off these creditors.
He feared banks and told me to find
an honest Italian who would take

charge of the money, act as trustee
and aid me to find and pay off these
creditors. "

SI IT CASKS
are swrrt hi i).

This is the usual line of talk. It
Is varied to suit the occasion, na-

tionality or credulity of the 'suck-
er " A second man appears and
agrees with the Bucker to take the
charge. Hut the innocent looking
man wanted them each to get a
Bpei itic um of money, place it with
his money in the valise, sometimes
only a handkerchief was used and
he agreed to let the sucker take
charge of the whole, conditional
thai he keep the key himself. This
was always agreeable. The victim
drew what money he had In tho
bank and it was placed, presuma--

4 r
blj with the supposed fortune in thevalise, box or the handkerchief. Thekey was taken by the sharper and
the valise handed to the sucker w ho
was admonished not to open it till
the return of the "anzel." if a
kerchief or similar article, the vic-
tim was told lo hide It away. Al-ways the sharpers slipped the realmoney away and when the "sucker."alarmed at the non-retur- n of hislatn friends, opened the receptacle

entrusted to him. he found nothing
but KpS of paper. This trick alonehas reaped Its workers, from eenc-ratio'- n

to generation, hundreds of
dollars, it is bellexod to be an off-sh- ot

of the old Spanish trick where-by a man, posing as prisoner in a
Madrid prison wrrto letters bv
WhOleee-l- e to persons the civilized
world over, nsklnn that they investa certain sum to aid the writer in
recovering loot which he had se

curely hidden in Siberian woods.
This money was said to belong to

a Russian nobleman in some Utters
to hi absconding banker in others'
The Bee ret police o Europe triv-i-

to get at this gang, found its
r 'i' tiona so multifold that it was
Impossil li i" get to the leaders wbo.
were Bald to be in the nobility,
lake the Camorra ot Italv. it
patronized by Impoverished gentry
nr. a means of livelihood and this
patronage was accepted by tQ8

brains of ihe scheme, as a sort of
protect Ion.

The shorl change man la known
from city to city In the entire world.
When a stranger calls on you arj(j

asks f""- - chang of a 810 bill
thiun si ?! - to onfuse you either on

tne hange or to request hlg bin
;,. k because he has found the x- -,

i itvge, hold on to your change

chase 'he man Likewise
someone cornea in and asks for &
bill, saying he w ishes to mail u to
a relative, and after scaling the en

elope hands out change which is a j

half dollar short, don't take the
as security while he vukea

tin change and eoos after the other
half dollar. There a no bill In the

n lop Th sharper has pCmed
you dollar note and Whflt he

hT.al" you I" an addressed envelop
containing blank paper and new-
spaper clippings.

These various schemes are only
a few of the thousands beinc worked
on citizens everywhere, ox ery day in
the xvefk. The;, may give one an
d a of how the abnormal Individ.

ual works out his scheme to maie
an easy llxmg. Trust strangers not,
If you must be confused let it be
by friends At all events he on your
guard always, whether hoiuewife
banker or small or large man of
business 7 A fertile hraln possejaed
l y a n an of no moral character is

exer seeking to best you which ever I

wax you turn.

Where Fashions Coruo,

Even the mot exciting political J

situation will not so divert man that
he can forbear to criticize woman, J

As usual, he is attacking our dress,
and this time his mouthpiece Is Sift

Charles Wajdsteln.
You may remember Sir Charles,

as he started life as an American,
He lectured at the Society of Arts
on ''Fashions in Art and Art In- -

dustry,." criticizing those most rep-

rehensible Philistines, those "per-
fidious dbmestic enemies," the

r women's modes. In part
as follows:

"I warn you againt the insidious,
If not perridjous, tactics of our do-

mestic enemies.
For T hax-- noticed that, though

they have not openly ventured upon
the introduction of the hoop skirt
or crinoline in the general structure
of the gowns themselves, they have

in a slizh.t and tentative (though to
my taste hideously ugiyj form. In-

troduced 't in principle as a mere

additional ornamentation in some

short oversklrts. which stand off

from the body by means of a regu-

lar houp. sometimes embellished In

additional grotesqueness by depend-

ent ornaments,
"Perhaps Borne day bells or cafN

anets or other musical instrument
will form part of the decoration,

and the art theorists attached to our

great manufacturers may then SW

that the beauty of sound has be"
added to the beauty of form n

color." t.fi i

Sir Charles held further that
designer hvpnotlzed the manurac- -

that an usbelievingturer into ,the manuthing was beautiful;
fa. turer practiced this suggestion

the merchant who again Pas"' '

on to the dressmaker, the are
untmaker, to her customers

wives and daughters nvpnoti
"

their fathers and brothers
friends and the whole world bow

calf of eccentri ,
down to the golden
fashion. ,

What the Ix-ttc-r "F" Cost. J

Shakespeare has told us , j
there Is much virtue in a" ,
But if he had lived n the twi

, ste.,,1 ol the sixteenth ' ch J
dd have realized there is J

more virtu nr. at any rate
m the letter 'T' alone, j,

this reason. riaO'
The oilier day the agent C'r 1 'very

ufacturer found him'eli w'tn, for L
large slock ot goods on ha
which he eould realize nothing

.
n

,

the market price, when
Bailed a probable purchaser b-- ti
fered to take the whole line if fof fc
Btantial reduction were made

CaThe ..cent wired to his prinHpJ i Ul

to what discount he would a t t
leai the sto k, and the repi of

by telegram xvns. "ou can t
a third off ;he origin..! i'. ina lh
the careless telegraphist left oO.

oad T In the .void "Off, i

thai the telegram read C 1 Jt,
.11 for a ihh d of the orlglO" fr,
price." !

The asHit did so and s'11.. eo
In logins for his prim .pal so.po
000 of actual cash upon the tran- - pr

action.


